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Welcome Pastor Brian to Chisago Lake Lutheran Church!
Introducing Pastor Brian, Jen and Family
“We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ… since we heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the
saints…” Colossians 1:3-4
We echo Paul’s words of thanksgiving as he addressed the Colossians, and I
thank God for the call to serve as your new pastor at Chisago Lake Lutheran

Church. I am excited to begin my ministry in your midst and to get to know
each one of you personally in the weeks and months to come. It is likely you
too are eager to know a bit more about me,Jen, and our family, so here are the
Cliff Notes…
I’m 52 years old, was born in Kokomo, Indiana, and raised in Mahomet,
Illinois. I graduated from Wartburg College (where I was a History and Religion
double major and Captain of the football team), and went on to earn my M.Div.
at Wartburg Seminary in Iowa. I have been ordained for over 26 years. I
interned in Bellevue, Iowa, and as a senior seminarian I served as a
Synodically Authorized Minister in Cassville and Bagley, Wisconsin, followed
by serving 3 years as the Associate Pastor of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in
downtown La Crosse, Wisconsin. I then served as the solo pastor of Bethany
Lutheran Church in Iowa Falls for 11 years followed by nearly 13 years as the
Senior Pastor of Nazareth Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cedar Falls, Iowa. I
was the first National Lutheran Youth Organization President for the ELCA,
currently serve as the Chair of the Board for Lutheran Services in Iowa, and
have served on the Board of Regents for Wartburg College, as well as the
Board of Augsburg Fortress Publishing. In the early days of the ELCA I served
on the Boards for Church and Society and Congregational Life, as well as the
Task Force on Confirmation Ministry and as an ELCA representative to the
General Assembly of the National Council of Churches from 1998-2005. I
enjoy biking, weightlifting, history, the outdoors, watching movies, watching
college football and wrestling, music (all types), service/mission trips, Mt. Dew,
and ice cream. I don’t like hot weather or mosquitoes and I’m not too fond of
beets either!
I met my wife, Jen, as a sophomore at Wartburg College, and we were
married in Waverly, Iowa over 30 years ago in August. Jen was born and
raised in Iowa, majored in Business Administration at Wartburg, served as the
Marketing Director and Foundation Director at Ellsworth Hospital in Iowa Falls,
worked in Public Relations for the University of Northern Iowa, and for the past
9 years has served as a licensed funeral director in Iowa. She has a great
sense of humor (including marrying me) loves caring for people amid grief,
studying genealogy, and can fix just about anything (me, not so much!).
We have four children: Twin sons, Taylor and Justin (26), Nathan (21),
and Grace (19). Justin met his wife, Amy, while they were students at St. Olaf
and they live in Mankato where he is the Assistant Manager of the Target
Store there and she is a graduate student. Taylor and his wife, Olivia, graduate
in December from Princeton Theological Seminary, and will be moving to
downtown Minneapolis where Olivia has accepted a position with Westminster
Presbyterian Church. Nathan is engaged to his longtime girlfriend, Ailish, and
is a senior accounting major at Wartburg College. Grace is a sophomore at the
University of Northern Iowa with a strong background in classical music. We
have a 13-year old dog, Sophie, and look forward to getting to know all of
you! Thank you for the privilege of being invited into your Chisago Lake
Lutheran Church family!
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