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WELCOME TO CHISAGO LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH!

Merry Christmas! We are so glad you have joined us for worship this night. Together, we
celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Savior for whom we have been waiting in the season of

Advent. May your Christmas season be filled with hope, peace, and the joy of God’s Son
born in Bethlehem.

At Chisago Lake Lutheran Church, we are “Grounded in the Gospel, Guided by the Spirit.”
We are a people and a place of grace. We welcome and invite all people to come as you are
and be open to who God calls you to be.

e Children are wanted & welcome in worship. Activity bags are available and a special
children’s message is shared at each service.

e There are devices to assist those of us who are hearing impaired at the front entrance
when you enter. Please see an usher for guidance as needed.

We invite you to write your name and contact information on the blue connect card in the
pew in front of you and/or sign our guest book in the entry. If you would like to be included
on our email list, please add your email address. We would love to keep you informed of
what’s happening around Chisago Lake Lutheran! You can drop your card in the offering
baskets. Thank you!



PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING SONG “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” ELW Hymn #282, Vv. 1,

DIALOGUE

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.

By day and night he shines for all to see.

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

That the world may see the justice and richness of God.
God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

So that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
Jesus is the light of the world.

Jesus is the light of our lives.

Sing to God a new song!

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

OPENING PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness - a
beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn
of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the
wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen.

FIRST READING Genesis 3:8-19
8They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among
the trees of the garden. °But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, "Where are
you?" °He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was
naked; and | hid myself." *He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?" ?The man said, "The woman whom you
gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate." **Then the Lord GOD said to
the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent tricked me,
and | ate." ¥*The Lord GOD said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are
you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. *°I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head,

and you will strike his heel." %To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pangs in



childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be fo
your husband, and he shall rule over you." *’And to the man he said, "Because
you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have eaten of the tree about which |
commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in toil
you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 8thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field. °By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust
you shall return."”

FIRST CAROL “Once in Royal David’s City” ELW Hymn #269, Vv. 1-2

SECOND READING: Genesis 22:15-18
15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, ®and said, "By
myself | have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld
your son, your only son, *’I will indeed bless you, and | will make your offspring as numerous
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of their enemies, *¥and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth
gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice."

SECOND CAROL “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW Hymn #289

THIRD READING Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. ®For a child has been born for us, a son given
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God ,Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

THIRD CAROL “Of the Father’s Love Begoftten” ELW Hymn #295

FOURTH READING Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his

roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the
LORD. °®His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes
see, or decide by what his ears hear; “but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. ®The wolf shall live with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling



together, and a little child shall lead them. “The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The
nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its
hand on the adder's den. °They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD

as the waters cover the sea.

FOURTH CAROL “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” ELW Hymn #272

FIFTH READING Luke 1:26-35; 38
2|n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called

Nazareth, ?'to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. 2And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you." 2°But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 3*And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. *He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the angel, "How can this be,
since | am a virgin?" 3The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God.

FIFTH CAROL “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” ELW Hymn #275, Vv. 1,4

SIXTH READING Luke 2:1; 3-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. °He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ®While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

SIXTH CAROL “What Child Is This” ELW Hymn #296, Vv. 1,3

SEVENTH READING Luke 2: 8-16
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — | am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: *'to you is born this day in the city of



David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 2This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” **And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
1 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!" ®When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord
has made known to us." *So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger.

SEVENTH CAROL “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ELW Hymn #276

EIGHTH READING Matthew 2:1-12
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When King
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

®And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage." *"When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child

was. ®When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. *On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid
him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 2And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another road.

EIGHTH CAROL “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW Hymn #288

NINTH READING John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. °The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
5There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light,

but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was



coming into the world. °He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the world did not know

him. *He came to what was his own, and his own people

did not accept him. ?But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God. “And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and
truth.

NINTH CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW Hymn #283

RESPONSIVE PRAYER
It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
Your Word, Jesus, is truth.
In his light, draw all to the manger
To gather in wonder with the shepherds.
In his light, draw all to the manger
To kneel in reverence with the wise ones.
In his light, draw all to the manger
To sing for joy with the angels.
In the brightness of his life
Cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
You are invited to give to Chisago Lake Lutheran online at:
https://www.chisagolakelutheran.org/online-giving.html

You can also send your offering to the church:
1 Summit Ave, PO Box 175
Center City, MN 55012


https://www.chisagolakelutheran.org/online-giving.html

OFFERING PRAYER
Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have
already given to sustain our lives and to share with others. Help us
to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and let our lives
be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

BLESSING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
Praise God, all creatures here below!
You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG “Hark! The Herald Is Sing” ELW Hymn #270
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Pianist/Organist: Kay Oien
Reader: Mark Wikelius
Acolytes: Khloe Bresnahan and Annika Hall
Online Video Operator: Brayden Bresnahan
Ushers: Jason and Stacey Hall Family



