
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday in Lent 
March 5

th
, 2023 

9:00 am 
 

GROUNDED IN THE GOSPEL, GUIDED  
BY THE  SPIRIT, WE ARE A PEOPLE  
AND PLACE OF GRACE! 

WELCOME! 



 

         

     Chisago Lake Lutheran Church 

             Center City, MN 

             ELCA 
 

            www.chisagolakelutheran.org 
 
 
WELCOME TO CHISAGO LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
We are so glad you are here!  At Chisago Lake Lutheran Church, we are “Grounded in  
the Gospel, Guided by the Spirit.” We are a people and a place of grace, where we welcome 
and invite all people to come as you are and be open to who God calls you to be.  
 

 Children are wanted & welcome in worship!  Activity bags are available and a special 
children’s message is shared at each service. 

 

 There are devices to assist those who are hearing impaired at the front entrance 
when you enter.  Please see an usher for guidance. 
 

 We practice open communion at Chisago Lake Lutheran Church.  We believe God’s 
love, mercy and grace extends to all people offering new life and new beginnings.  
We join with the Psalmist in Psalm 34:8 inviting you to “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good; happy are those who put their trust in him.” 
 

 We invite you to write your name and contact information on the blue connect card in 
the pew in front of you and/or sign our guest book in the entry.  If you would like to be 
included on our email list, please add your email address. We would love to keep you 
informed of what’s happening around Chisago Lake Lutheran!  You can drop your 
card in the offering baskets.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
Thank you to Nora Jurek who provided the artwork for our Bulletin cover today! 
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PRELUDE     Hymn Requests 
 
 WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 We gather in the name of  
 the Father, and of the Son,  
 and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
Silence is kept for reflection. 

  
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   
Amen. 
 

 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake  
 God forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of  
            Christ,  and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all  

            your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

            Amen  

 
GATHERING HYMN                          “God is Here!"           ELW Hymn #526 
 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE ELW p.147-148 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
      Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
      Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

      Lord, have mercy. 
For his holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 
as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift 
up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING          Genesis 12:1-4a, Pew Bible OT p.10 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING     Romans 4:1-5,13-17, Pew Bible NT p.146 
  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

THE GOSPEL      
The Gospel according to St. John.                       John 3:1-17, Pew Bible NT p.88 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

   This is the Gospel - the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S WORD                                                 Stacy Johnson 
 
SERMON                                    “How Big is Your God?”                        Pastor Brian  
 
  
HYMN OF THE DAY                    “Earth and All Stars” ELW Hymn #731 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
AED/Defibrillators have been purchased by the Memorial, Ministry and 
Mission Committee and installed in our building.  Please take notice of them 
as you are walking around. There is one just outside the Sanctuary and the 
other is in the hallway on the second level, just outside the kitchen area.   
A training session for their use is scheduled for Thursday, March 9 from 
2 pm to 4 pm in the Green Room. Anyone is welcome to join Staff in 
learning more about the AED’s and receive training in how to use them. If 
you have any questions please call the office. 
 

JOIN US EACH WEDNESDAY NIGHT BEGINNING 
MARCH 1 FOR OUR LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES ON 
B.L.E.S.S. AT 6:00 P.M.  
God’s way of reaching and restoring the world has always been 

through blessing. These five missional practices make up the acronym BLESS and are a way to 
participate in the strategy God gave Abraham to reach the world. “And I will bless you…and you will be a 
blessing” (Genesis 12:2). As we engage these practices daily, we partner with God’s Spirit to bless those 
who do not know him. Join us each Wednesday as together we learn how to reach more people with the 
good news about Jesus! 
 
SOUP SUPPERS will again be happening Wednesdays during Lent.  Supper will begin at 
5:15 pm.  These meals will be served through our Service Groups.  Lenten Suppers have 
always been a great community builder here at CLLC through both sharing a meal and 
serving a meal.  We are so blessed to be able to gather again in this way! 
 
FAMILY PATHWAYS is collecting food to provide an Easter meal for about 100-125 families 

that are supported here in the Chisago Lakes Area. Chisago Lake Lutheran is 
collaborating with other groups in the area to make this happen!  We have 
committed to provide 75 boxes of scalloped or au gratin potatoes and 
donations of money to go toward purchasing hams.   
Update:  We have 34 boxes of potatoes and over $500 in donations! 
Thank you all for your generosity!!  Collections for this Easter Meal project will be     

ending March 15th to give Family Pathways a chance to assemble and deliver meals. 
 
UNEXPECTED COMPANY: Unexpected Company Chorale, your community chorus, will be 
starting rehearsals for their spring concert, Heaven and Earth Sing, on Monday, March 6th 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lindstrom.  Rehearsal starts at 7PM …please arrive at 6:30 to 
register and collect music.  Previous singing experience is helpful, but formal training is not 
required." 



 

The devastation and loss of life from the recent earthquakes 

impacting Turkey and Syria are difficult to imagine. The 

death toll has climbed to over 50,000 people. Urgent relief 

efforts are needed to assist our neighbors impacted by these 

earthquakes. While there are numerous organizations poised 

to offer assistance to those impacted by this tragedy, we remind you of the good work of 

two organizations connected to our greater church:  

 Lutheran Disaster Response – at https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-

development/lutheran-disaster-response 

 Lutheran World Relief –  at http://www.lwr.org  

Your donation will help reach people with the care they need, such as temporary shelter 

and critically needed care and supplies.  God bless you for your generosity! 

Donations may be given directly to the two organizations listed above as well as through 

Chisago Lake Lutheran in the offering plate or through the office.  Please mark 

“Earthquake Relief” on your offering. 

 

 
TAKE THE PASTOR'S CHALLENGE! 
God gives us 168 hours each week to live our lives to the fullest with every 
second of every minute of every hour of every day as a precious gift.  In 
response to the gift and blessing of this life, why not respond to God's 
grace by giving back in the form of at least one hour each week in 
public worship (so that you might encourage and connect with other 
believers and followers of Jesus); at least one hour each week in Bible study (so that you 
might grow in your understanding of God's Word and God's will for your life); and at least 
one hour each week in dedicated Christian service to others (so that you might use your 
blessings to be a blessing to others).  This is an invitation and challenge to be part of what 
God is doing through the mission and ministry of CLLC and beyond! 
 
WHAT IS THE CLLC BOOK GROUP? 
We are a group of CLLC Christians who believe that all people are part of God’s creation and 
that all people deserve justice. We seek to develop a deeper understanding about the 
injustices and experiences of our Black, Brown and Native brothers and sisters in Christ 
through reading books, watching videos, and having conversation with each other.  
 
Horse by Gwendolyn Brooks is the next book the CLLC book group will read.  We will meet 
on zoom on March 28 at 7 p.m. to discuss.  If you’d like to join in the discussion contact 
Bonnie Anderson, brinkanderson@gmail.com. 
April 25, the CLLC book group will read The Sentence by Louise Erdrich. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ag-IO386gfSCNSEF-dSDSVNFY3HhtiJWK7yUF4Ibr0zwYkmPrxRaK0rDvhMMSmvFqU7Y5fLIoP_hYYclFfMRE6PvW9loWSnwvZCRNxKNFgYXdCptRMrbhzXL39IXlwBZToyJr-e0G8O48yb7sem9CcmBHrnRh3qWfY7FRKIdqUBNMyJzAzBZWOIUJOzRV5MKa9bMjfwZGw957T-XEagSt2yhcZveQheUnD1CbhJg81MKbed_rxuF65kVuCwfoYLqUKocaiU-rqs=&c=uCx_NX1HxudF9i4ctAD3kOmeW4CrFR0qP0riKWJyGU3DTyvlJllLSg==&ch=qxiSvPlMD47ALslpJIgklF01q0uX88abVeeBE5GWpZtVgR19jQqz6g==
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ag-IO386gfSCNSEF-dSDSVNFY3HhtiJWK7yUF4Ibr0zwYkmPrxRaK0rDvhMMSmvFj8Z6f5N4g-sTb7lPM7yfXPv-_Je72oZN3Ue72Ev1CA9qT63hNTKAm0Royzw4je3qpnjrT8TUJex51xSCAuFR4lWNBKhfxDlLzMpWyTVrFnLdPXkxLFxUfZ5U7kXzBIJsKHcrH9Bc1PLnGPYF3NJlTac_CAfAa-2c3QyINsxO8XFBGdCb0UPfWuff3A_MRoyGZIX9uXxmMfLeSfe6wezfzJ2WvojvZd4eChB_F6eVCzs0J6eiZu2N1MZgdwSlq5Tyz1reppgcD5sJ9T5T6hdIEKnxln3Fz06FYs0NZYGoSj-vMGK-leE5dA==&c=uCx_NX1HxudF9i4ctAD3kOmeW4CrFR0qP0riKWJyGU3DTyvlJllLSg==&ch=qxiSvPlMD47ALslpJIgklF01q0uX88abVeeBE5GWpZtVgR19jQqz6g==
http://www.lwr.org/
mailto:brinkanderson@gmail.com


 

Join Our “Word Alive” Men’s/Women’s Bible Study! Want to go deeper (with God’s Word 
not snow)?  Join Pastor Brian each Monday at Noon in the Green Room.  Each week we 
will be taking a sneak peek at the readings for the following Sunday.  This is an informal 
gathering to delve deeper into the upcoming readings for the next Sunday.  Feel free to join 
us for your lunch break and bring your lunch if you desire! 
 
MINISTRY OPPURTUNITIES 
Sunday Morning Prayer Team!  Psalm 100:4 says: "Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and 
his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his name!" In my previous call, I was blessed 
to have a Sunday morning prayer team of men and women who were willing to pray over the 
Church, our worship service, and our pastors each Sunday about 30 minutes before 
worship.  While weird at first (I had no previous experience of such a thing), I came to 
treasure the blessing this was to me and our congregation to know that each Sunday our 
church and leaders were covered in prayer. I would invite any CLLC members who are 
interested to contact me and become part of a rotation for this purpose each Sunday 
morning.  It would mean coming to worship about 30 minutes early and take about 5 minutes 
total.  Email me at revdup@chisagolakelutheran.org   if interested, or contact the office. 
 

Visitation: We are again starting up with our “Caring Hands” Lay 
visitation/home communion ministry team at Chisago Lake Lutheran Church. If 
you would like more information on this essential ministry and are interested in 
joining, please contact Pastor Brian at revdup@chisagolakelutheran.org  or 
contact the office. This ministry starts up again in March.  

 
Midwife Kits Needs and Assembly -  The Quilters will again 
be assembling Midwife kits that include life saving supplies for 
infants and mothers, through Lutheran World Relief. They are 
still in need of a few essential items:  

 regular bath towels, 

 Ivory soap (in the blue packaging, not green) 

 2.5 gallon ziploc bags. 
Assembly will be happening on Monday, March 20th, starting 
at 9:00am in the Undercroft.  Anyone is welcome to be a part of the assembly process! 
  
THANK YOU to the quilters: On behalf of the St. Cloud VA patients and staff, we would like 
to extend our appreciation to you for your donation of quilts.  It is through efforts of 
community partners like you that allow us to continue the quality care and services that we 
seek to provide for our deserving Veterans.  Thank you for your continued support and 
advocacy. 
Sincerely, Daniel Ball, Director, Center of Development and Civic Engagement 
  

mailto:revdup@chisagolakelutheran.org
mailto:revdup@chisagolakelutheran.org


 

EASTER FLOWERS AVAILABLE: An Easter Garden is being planned for our sanctuary.  
Listed below are the plants that will be used.  Memorial envelopes 
are available in the church office or from the ushers on Sundays. 
Please mark the envelope as to whether you plan to pick up the 
flowers. Plants may be picked up after Easter service or sometime 
the following week. The envelope can be left at the church office or 
put in the offering plate.  Thank you. 

 
Easter Lilies  $12.00           Azaleas            $27.50 * (increase in cost for these) 
Mums    $14.00           Asiatic Lilies $15.00 
 
FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES will be offered for our Welcome to the Table communion 

milestone.  While all ages are welcome to participate, our lessons are 
geared to 2nd - 5th grades. Classes will be held on the Sundays of 
March 19th and March 26th from 11:15 am to 12:15 pm. 
We will then celebrate and commune our participants on Thursday. 
April 6th at 6:00 pm during the Maundy Thursday Worship Service. 
Please let Stacy know of you have a student(s) who would like to 

participate. youth.family@chisagolakelutheran.org. 
 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS (please contact the church office with any concerns/updates.) 

 The Chisago Lakes High School Band is leaving on their Spring Break trip to Florida 
this week.  Thoughts and prayers for safe travels and successful performances! 

 Keith Bresnahan, uncle to Brett Bresnahan, as he nears the end of his battle with 
cancer, prayers for him and his family.   

 Pam Sellman Hanson, sister to Terry Sellman, prayers for comfort and strength to her 
and her family with her diagnosis of Glioblastoma brain cancer.   

 Bev Luckow, sister of Midge Nelson, prayers to give the doctors wisdom in treating 
her continuing health issues. 

 Collette Campbell, daughter of Linda Lindgren, she is now settled in a group home in 
Pine City, prayers for gaining strength.  

 Aspen, 6 year old granddaughter of Linda Lindgren, who has a new insulin pump, 
prayers for continued management of her Type 1 diabetes. 

 Hannah Turner, wife of Matt Turner, daughter in law of Lee & Karen Turner, prayers 
for wellness and healing are requested in continued battle with blood clots.  

 Sally Barott, cancer treatments and a good outcome with her A-fib 
 
 

2-22-23 (Ash Wed)   = 316, Sanctuary – 55, Facebook – 189, YouTube – 72 
2-26-23 Attendance = 341, Sanctuary- 110, Facebook – 196, YouTube – 35 

mailto:youth.family@chisagolakelutheran.org


 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

 
OFFERTORY     “Create in Me a Clean Heart” ELW Hymn #186 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.   
Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER    
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen.   
 
DISTRIBUTION 

 Please come forward as instructed or alert the ushers if you would like the elements 
brought to you. 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Let Us Break Bread Together”      ELW #471 

                                  “I Am the Bread of Life”  ELW #485 
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COMMUNION PRAYER 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in 
this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your 
own life.  In your name we pray.   
Amen. 

                            
BLESSING AND BENEDICTION 
  
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love and serve the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Be Well!  Be Loving!  Be Courageous! Be the Church! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
STAFF EMAILS 

Pastor Brian – revdup@chisagolakelutheran.org   
Sue – office@chisagolakelutheran.org 
Stacy – youth.family@chisagolakelutheran.org 
Stephanie- finance@chisagolakelutheran.org            
 

OFFICE PHONE- 651-257-6300 
 
 
Get a 2nd dose of this service by watching local Channel 10 (CLTV) on Sundays. At 10 am 
you’ll see last week’s service. 
 
 

God is doing some amazing work through 
the ministry of Chisago Lake Lutheran Church. 

This is a great time to invite your 
friends, neighbors, co-workers  

and family members 

to join us in worship! 
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THIS WEEK AT CHISAGO LAKE LUTHERAN:   
o Sunday, March 5th      

o 9:00 am Worship  
o 10:00 am Coffee and Fellowship 
o 10:15 am Alpha Course 
o No Sunday School   
o 7:00 pm Narcotics Anonymous in Fellowship Hall 

 
o Monday, March 6th   

o 9:00am – 2:00pm Quilters in the Undercroft    
o 12:00 pm Word Alive Bible Study in Green Room   
o 4:00 pm Community Meals at Zion Lutheran Church 

 
o Tuesday, March 7th     

o 7:00 pm Al-Anon in the Undercroft 
 

o Wednesday, March 8th    
o 10:00 am Staff Meeting in Office 
o No 6th, 7th or 8thGrade Confirmation 
o NoTree of Life Choir 
o 5:15 pm Soup Supper 
o 6:00 pm Lenten Service 

 
o Thursday, March 9th    

o 8:00 am Men’s Breakfast at Swedish Inn 
 

o Friday,  March 10th  
o 11:00 am Narcotics Anonymous 
o  

o Sunday, March 12th  
o 9:00 am  Worship 
o 10:15 am Alpha Course in Green Room 
o 10:15 am Sunday School due to Spring Break 
o 7:00 pm - Narcotics Anonymous in Fellowship Hall 
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Like, Follow, and Share our posts on Facebook to help us reach 
even more people with the Gospel – the good news about Jesus! 



 

Current Ways to Give to the Church 
Thank you for sharing your generosity with Chisago Lake 
Lutheran! You have continued to share what God's entrusted to 
you and we are grateful.  Ways you can give include: 

1. Mail your envelope/check to the church office at 1 
Summit Ave, PO Box 175, Center City, MN 55012 

2. Or sign up for regular online giving through our partner 
company Vanco on the church website. It is secure, 
convenient, and assures your ability to give consistently to God’s mission. 
www.chisagolakelutheran.org 
 

Giving Envelopes – After much delay we have gone with a different company for our weekly 
envelopes. They will be sent directly to your home, quarterly.  We have great hopes you will 
receive your first shipment before too long!  Currently envelopes will only be shipped to those 
who have expressed interest is still using then. Thanks for your patience!  If you did not 
receive envelopes in the mail and are interested in getting them, let us know in the office. 
 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Pianist/Organist:  
Reader: Mark Burch  
Acolytes: Cooper Peterson and Connor Bresnahan  
Altar Guild: Donna Grossmann and Chris Knight  
Coffee Servers: Marlee and John Eret 
Online Video Operator: Brayden Bresnahan   
Ushers: John Nelson, Dave Harms, Brad and LouAnn Mattson 
Offering Assistants: Chris Lundberg, Lori Sampson and Chris Knight 

PASTOR’S PARKING LOT PRAYER 

All Chisago Lake members are invited to pray this prayer often: “Let Chisago 

Lake Lutheran Church be a place of welcome and hospitality; comfort and 

care; hope and joy for all who enter and exit our doors. Transform hearts, 

minds, and lives through the power of your Holy Spirit and through the 

message of your love and grace through Jesus Christ.  Amen.” 
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