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WELCOME TO CHISAGO LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
We are so glad you are here.  At Chisago Lake Lutheran Church, we are “Grounded in the 
Gospel, Guided by the Spirit.” We are a people and a place of grace, where we welcome and 
invite all people to come as you are and be open to who God calls you to be.  
 

 Children are wanted & welcome in worship.  Activity bags are available and a special 
children’s message is shared at each service. 

 

 There are devices to assist those who are hearing impaired at the front entrance 
when you enter.  Please see an usher for guidance as needed. 
 

 We practice open communion at Chisago Lake Lutheran Church.  We believe God’s 
love, mercy and grace extends to all people offering new life and new beginnings.  
We join with the Psalmist in Psalm 34:8 inviting you to “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good; happy are those who put their trust in him.” 

 

 We invite you to write your name and contact information on the blue connect card in 
the pew in front of you and/or sign our guest book in the entry.  If you would like to be 
included on our email list, please add your email address. We would love to keep you 
informed of what’s happening around Chisago Lake Lutheran!  You can drop your 
card in the offering baskets.  Thank you! 
 

 On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of 
fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we 
die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross 
indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to 
return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly 
pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of 
salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of 

mercy and justice in the world. 
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PRELUDE 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Shepherd Me, O God”  ELW Hymn #780 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE EXHORTATION 

Brothers and Sisters: God created us…to experience joy…to persevere in 
your Lenten Discipline. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Most holy and merciful Father. 
We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of 
saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in 
thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, and by what have left 
undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven others as 
we have been forgiven.  
Have mercy on us, Lord. 
We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have Mercy on us, Lord. 
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  The pride, hypocrisy, and 
the impatience in our lives, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our anger and our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than 
ourselves, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in 
daily life and work, 
we confess to you, Lord. 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share with others the 
faith that is in us, 
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we confess to you, Lord. 
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have 
done,  For our blindness to human need and 
suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 
accept our repentance, Lord. 
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts 
toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, 
accept our repentance, Lord. 
For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 
who come after us, 
accept our repentance, Lord. 
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, for your mercy is great. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN      “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”     ELW Hymn #319 
 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Loving God, you create us, beautiful beings, from the dust of the earth. May 
these ashes be for us a sign of our penitence and our mortality, and a 
reminder that by the cross we receive eternal life in Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
At this time, you are invited to come forward to receive the sign of the cross in 
ashes on your forehead. You are welcome to kneel at the altar for personal 
prayer and reflection. If you would like a blessing rather than the cross traced 
on your forehead with ashes, please, let the pastor know.   

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY             
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you 
have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are 
penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, 
truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the 
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

 
 
READING                             Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Pew Bible OT p. 869 
 
 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
THE GOSPEL 
 The Gospel according to St. Matthew.   
 Glory to you, O Lord.                 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21, Pew Bible, NT p. 5 
 
 This is the Gospel – the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
        
SERMON                               “The Road Not Taken” Pastor Brian King 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” ELW Hymn #325 
 
OFFERTORY                       “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”     Rod Strenke  
      
OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us 
to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen 
us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of 
the world.   
Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Holy God, in this Lenten journey open our hearts to your promised presence in 
the bread and wine. You provide for our deepest need us – you satisfy our hunger 
and quench our thirst. Renew us, restore us, and remind us of your love.  
Amen.  
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
                                                                           
LORD’S PRAYER 
      Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
      as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
       For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

      forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION - Communion Distribution –Please come forward as instructed or 
alert the usher if you would like communion brought to you in the pew. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” ELW Hymn #608 
                                           “Children of the Heavenly Father” ELW Hymn #781        
 
DISMISSAL  

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast 
to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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All are encouraged to depart in silence. 
 

Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as 
we begin our journey to the empty tomb and Easter. As we 
hear in today's scripture, now is the acceptable time to return 
to the Lord. During Lent, the people of God are encouraged to 
reflect on the meaning of their baptism into Christ's death and 
resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality and frailty. What 
seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a new beginning, in 
which we are washed in God's mercy and forgiveness. With the cross on our brow, 
we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the springtime Easter celebration to 
come. 
 

Be Well!  Be Loving!  Be Courageous! Be the Church! 

 
 

JOIN US EACH WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
BEGINNING MARCH 1 FOR OUR SOUP 
SUPPERS AT 5:15 FOLLOWED BY OUR 
LENTEN WORSHIP SERIES ON B.L.E.S.S. 
AT 6:00 P.M.  

God’s way of reaching and restoring the world has always been through blessing. These 
five missional practices make up the acronym BLESS and are a way to participate in the 
strategy God gave Abraham to reach the world. “And I will bless you…and you will be a 
blessing” (Genesis 12:2). As we engage these practices daily, we partner with God’s Spirit 
to bless those who do not know him. Join us each Wednesday as together we learn how 
to reach more people with the good news about Jesus! 
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God is doing some amazing work through 
the ministry of Chisago Lake Lutheran Church. 

This is a great time to invite your 
friends, neighbors, co-workers  

and family members 
to join us in worship! 



 

 

Background on Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before 
Easter and the first day of Lent. The day is named for the practice of 
imposing ashes, a practice that many Lutheran congregations have 
found to be a very meaningful part of the Ash Wednesday liturgy. 
Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often 
mentioned in the Bible (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; 
Matthew 11:21). The early Christians adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an 
external mark of penitence. Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence:  

 Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "You are dust 
and to dust you shall return" (Genesis 3:19).  

 Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of 
soap. Even on Ash Wednesday, this most penitential day, we receive ashes in the 
form of the cross, the same symbol placed on our bodies with water in our baptism. 
Even in this ashen mark of death, we anticipate the new life of Easter.  

 Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried into the 
ground. "We commit this body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 284).  

 Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God. 
 
 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS     

Pianist/Organist: Myrna Westen 
Special Music: Rod Strenke 
Acolytes: Emma Keller          
Altar Guild: Donna Grossmann 
Online Video Operator: Brayden Bresnahan   
Ushers: Owen Rambow   
Communion and Offering Assistants: Steve Grossmann, Chris Knight and Jamie 
Carlson 
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Like, Follow, and Share our posts on Facebook to help us reach 
even more people with the Gospel – the good news about Jesus! 


