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Mission Statement:

Grounded in the Gospel,
Guided by the Spirit,
in the name of Christ and by His
example,

Chisago Lake Lutheran Church openly

welcomes, shares, educates, and serves.
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Pastor Pastor Brian King
Office Coordinator Susan Abrahamson
Children, Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator Stacy Johnson
Custodian Bob O'Neill
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Financial Secretary Bev Sandgren
Church Accountant Stephanie Wendel
Cemetery Lee Turner
Cemetery Jim Larson
Term ends after year...
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Katie Schmidt - |
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President — Lori Sampson
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Treasurer — Chris Lundberg
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OPENINGLIT

Recognizing that our faith is a living, busy, active and
mighty thing, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with each of you.

And also with you.

Teach us to love you with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Descend on our hearts, that we may love others in the ways
Jesus loves us.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Empower us to be enthusiastic in pursuing your vision for our
congregation.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Move us to engage issues in our community in Christlike ways,
and to pursue deep and authentic relationships with those with
whom we serve and partner.

Receive our prayer, O God.

Strengthen us to face the barriers we encounter in doing your
work, learning to work with others amid disagreement.
Receive our prayer, O God.

Founded on Faith
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1 Found-ed on faith, the church— a - live by grace—
2 Your cross, O Christ, re - news our life each day.
3 E - quipped by prayer, we live the Spir - it's call.
4 Grow -ing in grace for God’s cre - at - ed earth,
5 Found-ed on faith, called forth, em-pow'red to serve,
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pro - claims the gos - pel here and ev -’ place.
Bap - tized in you, we leasm and teach and pray.
Em - pow’red to serve with gifts, both great and small,
we yearn  for jus - tice, , and hu - man worth;
we  share God’s end - less love with-out re - serve.
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re - sounds through time and

The word of God space:
Fed by your love, with thank - ful  hearts, we say:
we bring the liv - ing hope of God to all.
a world re-stored; a faith - ful, car - ing church
Then let us shout a - loud the liv - ing Word!
[ — T t T - T i |
| 1 X% Il |
s st i t i i
o = }

Al - le - I - ia!

Give us the ability to adapt to the cultural,
economic and social changes that occur
in the neighborhoods we serve.

Receive our prayer, O God.

Guide us to be a healthy congregation
that learns from its failures as well as its
successes and offers wisdom to others.
Receive our prayer, O God.

As we strive to become the church that we
proclaim to be, raise up leaders who focus
on the gospel of freedom, forgiveness

and reconciliation as given to us through
God's indescribable act of love in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Renew us
daily in our baptism, that we may discover
vitality in our relationships with you, each
other and those we serve in the world.
Amen.

All Creation Sings, 1048
Text and music © 2017 Paul D, Weber, admin.
Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by permission.



CHISAGO LAKE LUTHERAN CHURCH
CELEBRATION OF MISSION & MINISTRY
THE 172" ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Sunday, January 25, 2026

AGENDA
Declaration of Quorum — (40 voting members needed)
Call to Order Lori Sampson, Council President
Welcome & Devotion Pastor Brian King

2025 CLLC Ministry Highlight Video

Approval of the Agenda
Approval of Draft Minutes from January 26, 2025 Annual Meeting for year 2024

Appointment of Parliamentarian and Tellers

Highlights of 2025 (Resolutions) Steve Grossmann and Michael Weiss

Report of the Nominating Committee Nominating Committee
Election of 2026 Congregational Council Representatives

Election of Memorial, Mission & Ministry (3M) Committee Members

Election of Personnel Committee Members

Election of Nominating Committee Members

2026 Proposed Budget Chris Lundberg, Treasurer

Other Business:

e Capital Campaign
e Property/Building Updates
¢ Constitution

Report of Tellers
Announcements
Adjournment

Benediction Pastor Brian King

Sending Hymn
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CELEBRATION OF MISSION & MINISTRY
THE 1718 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING OF
CHISAGO LAKE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Fellowship Hall, Center City, Minnesota
January 26, 2025

At 10:12 a.m. Council President, Chris Lundberg declared there is quorum as more than forty members
present and called the meeting to order.

Pastor Brian King led the congregation in opening liturgy and opening hum of Now Thank We All Our
God. The 2024 CLLC Ministry Highlight Video played thank you to Braydon Bresnahan.

Jerry Vitalis moved to approve the agenda for the 171% Annual business meeting. John Nelson
seconded. Approved.

Jerry Vitalis moved to approve the Draft Minutes (January 28, 2024 Annual Meeting for year 2023);
Kristi Warner seconded; Approved.

Lee Turner appointed as parliamentarian. Chris Ruser and John Nelson appointed as Tellers.

Chris Knight and Lee Peterson provided highlights (resolutions) of 2024.

Sue Abrahamson read the report from the Nominating Committee with a list of the following
nominations:

Congregational Council (4 to be elected for a 3 -year terms)
1. Lori Sampson

2. Anthony Weber

3. Michael Weiss

4,

Personnel Committee (1 Position for a 3-year term)
1. David Reed

Memorial, Mission and Ministry Committee (3M)
(1 position for a 3-year term)

1. Nathan Halmrast

2. Brad Mattson

Nominating Committee (6 to be elected, 1-year terms)
Chris Knight

Lee Peterson

Annette Weber

YuFan Ma

Laura Loehlein

Lee Turner

AN o S e
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Jerry Vitalis moved to have a unanimous ballot for all nominations. Jim Peterson seconded. Approved.
All candidates were accepted to their positions

Lee Peterson presented the 2025 Proposed Operating Budget. 67 pledge cards have been received in
the amount of $38,442. The proposed for 2025 included a 1% increase for expenses and income; 3%
increase for staff and also increased benevolence to 5.5%.

Nathan Halmrast moved to accept the 2025 proposed budget. Jerry Vitalis seconded. Approved.
Other Business

Preparedness Planning — Lori Sampson read a statement sharing the proactive approach church
council has taken by using the Brotherhood Mutual’s self-assessment checklist to determine the
Church’s needs for preparedness planning. The Council has formed as Safety and Security taskforce in
identifying areas of concerns and proposed next steps for council to consider. For example: numbering
the exterior doors, staffing office during Sunday service; 2-way radios; updated first aid kits; first aid &
AED training; purchasing software to create a policy and procedure for congregation and applying for a
grant for security funding.

Capital Campaign — Chris Knight gave a statement regarding a fund-raising campaign. This will be
the subject of the March 30, 2025, Cottage Meeting. Council is looking for input from the congregation
on wish list for our church.

Property/Building Updates — Steve Grossmann/Mark Burch provided the report from property
committee sharing status of last years projects and encouraging the congregation regarding a campaign
to raise funds as there is list of projects that need attention (see below)

Below is a list of projects yet to do:
Property Committee encouraging a capital campaign to raise funds.
The safety and security task force along with the property committee have safety concerns.
Repair and update sanctuary doors for safety and security install panic exit bars
Install keyless electronic entry
Upgrade security cameras and add more camera locations
Replace lower door #8 sidewalk
Parsonage front porch needs work
Replace door #1 and patio door #7 and include automatic door opener
Exterior steeple lighting and upper parking lot lighting
Upper north side office window replacement
Lower-level north windows replacement
Level one and two bathrooms updating
Sanctuary and stairs carpeting
Balcony wall repair and painting along with carpeting
Fellowship hall carpeting and green room
Replace ceiling tiles
Need plaster and paint work in the area of the rear stairs leading up to the Church.
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Updating and revitalizing our church ball field

Update on any news form Chisago Cty Watershed District
Patio area

Wiring in sanctuary

Report of Tellers — n/a

Announcements:

Cottage Meetings in 2024 — Chris Knight highlighted the two (2) cottage meetings held in 2024. The
First one regarding worship and music — showed there was an interest and the return of the chime and

voice choir. Second Cottage meeting reflected need in Christian Education for a young adult forum
group. Next meeting will be in March regarding capital campaign.

Synod Assembly Representatives - The floor was opened for up to three (3) volunteers/nominees to
attend. Sue Abrahamson will attend the Assembly.

Fellowship hour/Coffee Servers — Sue Abrahamson indicated that we are trying something new for
the fellowship hour. Beginning in February service groups will be responsible for serving coffee

during the fellowship hour. Each group will be responsible for 2 months a year. They will not be
sequential.

Community Meal - Jamie Carlson indicated that our church will be serving the Community Meal on
February 10% and looking for volunteers.

Tech Support - Brayden Bresnahan — he’ll be going to college this fall and there is a need for Tech
people to run the streaming portion. In need of additional volunteers.

Thank you & Welcome - Chris Lundberg extended a welcome to Michael Weiss and Anthony Weber.
Sincere thank you to Jamie Carlson, Chris Knight and Lee Peterson for their service as council

members.

Lee Peterson moved to adjourn the meeting. Jerry Vitalis seconded. Passed. The meeting was
adjourned at 11:02 a.m.

Pastor Brian closed the meeting with the benediction along with closing hymn “Christ Be Our Light”.
Respectfully submitted,

Lori Sampson, Council Secretary

10



2025 Annual Report of Chisago Lake Lutheran Church, January 25, 2026

Highlights of 2025 (Resolutions)

We thank and praise God for another year of abundant ministry at Chisago Lake Lutheran
Church! We have been strengthened and sustained as members in the Body of Christ, for
service in the world.

s We gave thanks for the faithful witness of 14 dearly departed saints who were called
from this life in 2025, 8 members and 6 non-members. We grieve with their loved ones
and give thanks for their lives.

¢ We were excited to welcome 15 new members through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
and 38 new members who took part in New Member classes. We celebrate with these
disciples among us and look forward to our ministry together!

e We give thanks for the elected congregational leaders who have given of their time and
service on Council, Personnel, and 3M Committees. We express appreciation for those
on the past Council for their years of service; Steve Grossmann

e We are grateful for the many people who share their time and talents with our ministry!
All congregational leaders and committee members, faith formation leaders, vocalists
and accompanists, those who serve in worship in every capacity, coffee servers,
service groups, volunteer drivers, and many others!

s We express appreciation for Pastor Brian King for his spiritual guidance and leadership.

e We give thanks for the wonderful staff we have at Chisago Lake and their commitment
to our ministry on a day-to-day basis; Sue Abrahamson, Stacy Johnson, Myrna Westen,
Bob O'Neill, Stephanie Wendel, Bev Sandgren, Brayden Bresnahan, Khloe Bresnahan
and the cemetery and grounds staff: Jim Larson, Lee Turner, Terry Sellman and Gage
Mickelson; and to Barbara Yotter who leads the Tree of Life Choir and the Tone Chime
Choir; and to Jill Bednar who is our wedding coordinator.

e We express gratitude to God for the continued financial support of our members to the
ministry of Chisago Lake Lutheran Church.

e We rejoice in the outreach ministries of our congregation such as:

o Global Ministries — ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran
World Relief, liula Parish in Tanzania, Newborn Kits

o Regional Ministries — Lutheran Social Services, St Paul Area Synod Mission Start
congregations

o Local Ministries — Family Pathways, Luther Point Camp, Ecumen of North
Branch, Parmly Life Pointes, Meals on Wheels, Relay for Life, Quilters

o Community Partners — Al Anon, Narcotics Anonymous, Community Thanksgiving
Meal, Chisago Lakes Area Community Meals, Excelsior 4H Club, Fellowship of
Christian Athletes.

e We graciously accept the bequests and memorials, which have been given and
encourage members of the congregation to remember our ministry in their wills and
estate plans.
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Pastoral Acts 2025

BAPTISMS: (15) Josie Van de Rostyne, August Douglas Anderson, Willow Lynn Reed, Agatha Mary
Fredlund, Abby Jean Engel, Rowdy Kellen Reed, Alice Marie Larson, Ruby Anne Sapp, Eliana Renee
King, Anika Karin Paulson, Brody Andrew Nystrom, Jonah Mark Noreen, Olivia Lyn Rivard, Levi
Richard Hill and Evelyn Rae Sampson.

CONFIRMATIONS (5/4/25): (11) Kaden Aspenson, Halden Briggs, Khloe Bresnahan, George Eykyn,
Kara Hall, Carter Heinsch, Cooper Peterson, Wyatt Schneider, Owen Warner, Anthony Weber, and
Lily Zbylut.

MARRIAGES (7) Miranda Oliver & Charles Unruh, Aria Schaefer & Harrison Makres, Taylor Meyers
& Bryce Paul, Danielle Smythe & Sam Gustafson, Grace Sapp & Colton Reynolds, Megan Lilly & Joe
Urbaniak, and Daryan Naatjes and Michael Kelley.

FUNERALS: (14) Steve Sargeant, Eunice Monson, Gordy Meland, Vida Meland, Jolene Kiekhafer,
Timothy Hawkinson, Charlotte Gabrielson, Ken Carlson, Ardyce Harms, Belva Fish, Jonathan
Schwarz, Dale Williams, Aloha Vitalis, and Steven Clancy.

AVERAGE WEEKLY ATTENDANCE: Sanctuary — 151, Facebook — 172, Youtube — 73, Total - 411
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Congregational Ministries and Leaders 2025

Church Council Members — 2025
Pastor Brian King

Steve Grossmann — Vice President
Missy Keller

Chris Lundberg - Treasurer

Erica Paffel - Secretary

Melissa Rambow

Lori Sampson — President

Katie Schmidt

Anthony Weber

Michael Weiss

Cemetery Committee
Terry Sellman — Chair; terseljas@aol.com

Lee Turner — Secretary
Mick Cambell
Michael Weiss - Council Rep.

Qutreach Committee
Sue Abrahamson — Chair;
Karen Campbell
Sara Peterson
Council Rep. — Lori Sampson
Council Rep. — Katie Schmidt
Caring Hands:

Nancy Schoon

Judy Shoberg

Finance Committee

Pastor Brian

Stephanie Wendel — Staff
Dale Fredell

Dave Reed

Dave Johnson

Chris Lundberg, Council Rep.

Historical Committee

Mark Wikelius — Co-Chair

Barb Wikelius — Co-Chair; bjwikelius@gmail.com
Gary Anderson — Treasurer

Jamie Carlson

Tanja Dubbs

Janet Schneider

Mark Wolcott

Council Rep. — Anothony Weber

13

Mission, Ministry & Memorial
(3M Committee)

Pastor Brian

Jim Peterson

Mark Wikelius — Chair; mrwikelius@citlink.net
Brad Mattson

Nathan Halmrast

Scott Lundberg

Stephanie Wendel

Council Rep. — Chris Lundberg
Council Rep. — Melissa Rambow

Personnel Committee

Pastor Brian

Rich Whitman

Rod Strenke

Dave Reed

Kristi Warner — Chair - kristi. warner@abbott.com
Council Rep. — Lori Sampson

Property Committee
Pastor Brian

Bob O’Neill — Staff

Carrie Benson — Chair - benson.carrie@ymail.com
Mark Burch

Mike Carlson

Keith Gehring

Karl Ruser

Jackie Sellman

Terry Sellman

Council Rep. - Steve Grossmann

Stewardship Committee

W/ELCA
Susan Abrahamson
Barb Wikelius

Worship and Music Committee
Brayden Bresnahan

Pastor Brian

Donna Grossmann

Rod Strenke

Myrna Westen

Council Rep. — Missy Keller
Council Rep. - Michael Weiss

Children, Youth, and Family Committee
Stacy Johnson — Staff

Bev Sandgren — Treasurer

Janie Briggs

Council Rep. — Erica Paffel

Council Rep. — Missy Keller
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Report of the Nominating Committee
Term ending after January meeting of the listed year.

Congregational Council

2026 2027 2028
Chris Lundberg Missy Keller Lori Sampson
Steve Grossmann Erica Paffel Anthony Weber
Melissa Rambow  Michael Weiss
Katie Schmidt

2 Positions for 3-year terms

1.
2.

Personnel Committee

2026 2027 2028
Rich Whitman Kristi Warner David Reed
Rod Strenke

Pastor Brian King
*Council Rep

2 positions for 3-year term

1. 2.

Mission, Ministry & Memorial (3 M Committee)

2026 2027 2028
Scott Lundberg Mark Wikelius Nathan Halmrast
Jim Peterson Brad Mattson
*Council Rep

2 positions for 3-year terms

1.
2.

Nominating Committee (6 positions for 1-year terms)
Chris Knight

Lee Peterson

Annette Weber

YuFan Ma

Laura Loehlein

Lee Turner

SNk wN -~
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDING BISHOP YEHIEL CURRY

Dear friends in Christ,

As Lutherans, we are set free to love our
neighbors and seek justice. In Colossians 2, we
read: “As you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, rooted
and built up in him and established in the
faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving” (6-7).

I am abounding in thankfulness for you,
church. You are an integral part of this mission
as we envision a world experiencing the
difference God'’s grace and love in Christ make
for all people and creation. The ministries of
congregations including yours, our synods
and the ELCA churchwide organization are

all working together today and every day so
more people may know the way of Jesus and
discover community, justice and love. From
providing food to people experiencing hunger,
to helping train the next generation of leaders
that will lead this church, your support is at
work here at home and around the world.

Your generosity to each of the three
expressions of the church — your congregation,
your synod and the churchwide organization —
has made it possible for us to do this work

together. Your financial resources, your time
volunteering and accompanying others, and
your voices are so valued.

As we look ahead to the coming year, |
encourage you to continue to walk in Christ,
remembering you are rooted and established
in faith, and free to love and serve your
neighbors. Thank you, church, for the ways you
connect with and support our siblings across
the ELCA and in our communities.

In Christ,

The Rev. Yehiel Curry
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

““As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”

—~Colossians 2:6-7



of the saint paul area synod

But go, tell his disciples and Peter that Jesus is going ahead of you to Galilee;
there you will see him, just as he told you. Mark 16:7

At Easter, when the three women come to the empty tomb in Mark's Gospel, an angel gives them a surprising
assignment. They are instructed to tell the others that the Risen Christ has gone before them into Galilee. | con-
tinue to ponder what the message of a God “who goes before us” means for us as a synod in this first quarter of
the 21st century. Like those first disciples, we have been entrusted with a message of surprising, good news to
share with others in our day.

We have found a variety of ways to join the congregations and baptized members of this synod in doing just
that, being especially mindful of our mission statement and care values:

As followers of Jesus, we are called to accompany faith communities
and equip leaders for God’s mission in the world.

Our core values are - authenticity, connection, compassion, and curiosity.

Through The Planting Hope Campaign in 2025, we were able to address the seminary debt load of 16 pastors
and deacons, fully retiring the debt of six and greatly reducing the debt of 10 others. We invested an additional
$100,000 in congregational vitality, complementing the funding already in our budget. We hosted 11 summer
interns at a variety of work sites, offering young adults an opportunity to explore their own vocation while being
immersed in a ministry site. We offered financial assistance to enable 16 youth and young adults to travel with
their congregations to our global mission partners in Guatemala and Tanzania. Thank you for contributing to this
common work.



As a synod, we equip leaders through training events for lay leaders, a theological conference and gatherings

of the ministerium for rostered ministers, and through Zoom events on timely topics like Minnesota’s new Paid
Family & Medical Leave and the ELCA’s Social Statement on Faith and Civic Life. This included six day-long work-
shops, sponsored by the Congregational Vitality team and two cohorts of pastors and lay leaders, working on
increased skills for stewardship and congregational renewal. The synod also received an ELCA grant for worship
renewal and hosted a day-long seminar on “Worship in an Inviting Church” in April. We know that we are all
stronger when we work together on matters that impact all 106 congregations and mission starts in the synod.

Not every congregation was in transition in 2025, but the synod staff worked with 17 call processes for pastors
and deacons and supplied interim pastors during those times of transition. We also supported the discernment
and candidacy process for 22 individuals. We received two of those candidates back into our synod for their first
call. Ordained in 2025 were Pastor Katie Hendrikson (called to Abiding Savior, Mounds View) and Pastor Lauren
Mildahl (called to St. Mark in Circle Pines).

As always, | am particularly grateful for those who serve on synod committees and on Synod Council. They are
the key guarantors of continuity and stability in our work. In 2025 we welcomed Matt Smith as our new synod
treasurer and sent 21 voting members to the Churchwide Assembly in Phoenix.

Throughout these months, God continued to bless us financially with $1.675 million received as mission support
from congregations in 2025 toward our goal of $1.95 million by the end of January. Your contributions funded
the work noted above and a portion was shared with the Churchwide Organization for global mission, ecumeni-
cal and inter-religious endeavors, advocacy, and preparation of a new generation of leaders. In addition, many of
you contributed generously to the work of our global companions through our Bega Kwa Bega partnership with
the Iringa Diocese in Tanzania and our work with the Igelsia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala (ILAG).

Finally, as | begin my last months as the bishop of this synod and help prepare for a new bishop to lead you
starting in August 2026, | am keenly aware of the many relationships that make us a healthy, growing and thriv-
ing synod. Many of you see those signs of new life in your own congregation and neighborhood. Like me, | know
you also appreciate the work of the whole synod staff, who serves alongside me. They include Rachel Holsten,
Mary Smith, David Roinas, Kirsten Levorson, Rolf Lowenberg-DeBoer (through July), Justin Grimm, Krista Lind,
Leslie Ortiz, Dawn Alitz (beginning September), Joe Lees (beginning September), and Terri Endres (beginning
December).

Like the very first disciples, God continues to call us to go forward into the places where God awaits our com-
ing. This includes all the messy places of mistrust and division in our world today. It is a privilege for me — as it is
for each of you - to bear the good news of Christ to our many neighbors, who feel especially discouraged and
beat down these days, and it is an added joy to share that news.alongside all the ministry that happens in and
through our lives.

Yours in God'’s service,

"o

Bishop Patricia Lull

A

’ SAINT PAUL AREA SYNOD

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAH CHURCH IN AMERICA

105 University Avenue West, St. Paul MN 55103
651-224-4313 | spas-elca.org
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Pastor’s Annual Report for 2025

Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him! Make it as clear as you can to all
you meet that you 're on their side, working with them and not against them. Help them
see that the Master is about to arrive. He could show up any minute!

Don''t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions and praises shape your

worries into prayers, letting God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of
God'’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come and settle you down.

It’s wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your life.

Summing it all up, friends, 1'd say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on
things true, noble, reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst;
the beautiful, not the ugly, things to praise, not things to curse. Put into practice what

you learned from me, what you heard and saw and realized. Do that, and God, who
makes everything work together, will work you into his most excellent harmonies.

— Philippians 4:4-9 (The Message)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace to you and peace as we enter another year “Grounded in the Gospel. Guided by the
Spirit!”

I love Eugene Peterson’s take on this text: “Celebrate God, all day, every day. I mean,
revel in him!”

God is good! And there is much to revel in when considering what God is doing at
Chisago Lake Lutheran Church. Though there are always areas for growth and
improvement, there are many sights and sounds of joy all around at Chisago as people are
seen lingering and visiting long after services have ended and as laughter and boisterous
conversations are heard echoing through our halls and meeting spaces. Since 2022 we
have witnessed our average weekly in person attendance nearly double from
88/week to 162/week and our overall worship numbers including online viewers well
over double from 182/week to 411/week. In addition, over 122 people of all ages and
walks of life have become part of our Chisago Lake Lutheran family through the
waters of baptism and as new members. God’s Holy Spirit is truly at work in the lives
of the nearly 600 people who call Chisago Lake Lutheran their spiritual home!
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2025 was a year that brought the people of CLLC countless reasons for which to give
thanks and praise to God for His work in our midst. In particular, I want to express my
deep and abiding thanks for our entire staff and the members of our Church Council and
other standing committees and all who have been involved with our “Reflect, Renew,
Rejoice” Capital Campaign process and task forces. Without their talents, sacrifices and
faithfulness we could not accomplish so much for the Kingdom of God. As of this
writing, we have raised over $212,000 cash on hand toward our $883,000 goal with
pledges over the next three years exceeding well over $600,000.

The following examples are just a small fraction of what God accomplished through all
the people of Chisago Lake Lutheran this past year:

e CLLC continues to bless local, domestic, and global ministry partners with tens of

thousands of dollars of mission support given this past year coupled with
significant volunteer hours from our members. Among those are Global Ministries
like ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, Lutheran World Relief,
the Ilula Parish in Tanzania, and regional ministries like Lutheran Social Services
of Minnesota, and the various ministries of the St. Paul Area Synod of the ELCA.

We continue to welcome guests and first-time visitors nearly every week and
began a new summer worship offering called: “W.0.W.” (Worship on the Water)
beginning this past summer which averaged close to 50 people of all ages in
attendance, most of whom were non-members. We look forward to offering this
service each Sunday this coming summer between Memorial Day and Labor Day.

CLLC members created and sent hundreds of health and school kits and quilts
blessing those in need close to home and overseas through Lutheran World Relief
and Lutheran Domestic Disaster Response. We also blessed hundreds of local
residents in need through our significant support of the local Family Pathways
Food Pantry (we now conduct the largest single annual food drive for them each
spring), our faithful and generous support of the Free Community Meal held each
Monday at Zion Lutheran in Chisago City as well as the free summer Pig Roast
and the free Community Thanksgiving meals which we host.

CLLC also continues to bless the local community through hosting and providing
the lion’s share of support to the annual Relay For Life held each August here at
CLLC. In addition, we continue to host weekly meetings of 4-H, Al-Anon,
Narcotics Anonymous, and now provide office space for the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes, in addition to hosting many special events and concerts,
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e including the annual Sankta Lucia festival, various Unexpected Company concerts
and other special music offerings throughout the year.

e CLLC continues to expand our adult Christian education opportunities through
regular offerings of The Alpha Course, our weekly Monday Men’s and Women’s
Bible Study, and various other adult forum and small group gatherings and events
throughout the year.

Truly, we have much for which to be thankful, but it is not enough to be visible and
“alive” with activity within and beyond our walls unless we are truly pointing people to,
and leading people into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church.
Increasing the engagement of all our members through small group involvement and
faithful worship attendance is an imperative moving into 2026. It is past time for us to
invite our members to move beyond a “membership mentality” and into a “discipleship
mentality.” It is essential that we are forever inviting and encouraging each one of our
members to grow in the spiritual disciplines of weekly worship, daily prayer and Bible
study, and the cultivation of a servant’s heart in relationship to the needs of others.

“Behold, I am making all things new...” - Revelation 21:5

The start of every year is a symbolic new beginning. “Out with the old and in with new!”
people often say. We invite and challenge you to join us in 2026 for this incredible
journey as we discover together that God... [is still] Making All Things New!”

In the Strong Love of Christ & With Thanks for the Privilege of Serving as your Pastor,
Pastor Brian
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Greetings:

In review, 2025 was busy year in the life at Chisago Lake Lutheran Church (“CLLC”). To start with, a huge
THANK YOU to all who have shared their time, talents and gifts whether at employment at CLLC or
volunteering at CLLC. All the events of the year could not happen without their involvement. Please review the
various committee reports and Pastor Brian’s reports for specifics of 2025.

Let’s start with the WOW (Worship on Water) summer service. What a unique way to share the Gospel in
addition to our ‘normal’ service schedule. With technology we can share services on-line, beyond the walls of
our sanctuary. This is becoming vitally important to our church’s ministry. In our community, we support the
community meals, host a Community Pig Roast and Community Thanksgiving Meal. Individuals have been the
face of CLLC at Harmony in the Park; local parades; FIKA event and Relay for Life, all the Youth activities,
Confirmation, Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, mission trips, the rummage sale, Christmas Bazaar and
concerts.

There is so much to learn on the ‘business’ side of church. Our Property Committee always seems to have
something going on, and they will continue to be busy. One highlight is that the sink hole/gully project is
complete. Yeah! Thank you to the Property Committee and a special thanks for guiding me through the
contract process.

One of the heaviest lifts, stressors and time demands was the preparation for and the launch of the Capital
Campaign Appeal. Months of long meetings occurred before the special congregational meeting. Once
approved, there were more meetings and a flurry of work and activities by so many individuals. Thank you to
ALL those involved. This campaign goes for three (3) years. It is so amazing what this congregation has
done! If you haven’t pledged there still is time. All gifts matter. Check out the website or bulletin for future
updates. Watch the funding steeple rise!

As Council President, my style is ‘Let me know what I need to know’, and you have done that and I have
received many expressions of thanks. Please let me pass that gratitude on: A heartfelt thank you to the
individual members of this congregation; those that work dutifully at their CLLC jobs full time and part time
and those individuals that volunteer and support our Church financially.

There is excitement in the air at CLLC. As we continue to grow, let us continue our congregation’s traditions
but also embrace the change. Change can be really good thing and it is part of Life. (For example: Now, I
really like the monitors in the sanctuary!)

As your faith in Christ grows, also let your involvement grow. Become or remain involved with Church
activities is the best way to know and grow a relationship in faith and with your church family and friends.

So this is the rally cry, please become involved at CLLC. Start small or jump in with both feet in the deep end.
Time is one of the most precious gifts a person can give. Please consider sharing your time, gifts and talents in
2026 and beyond. Remember: Everyone brings something special to the table.

Respectfully submitted and Peace in Christ,
Lori Sampson
Council President
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CAPITAL APPEAL 2025

On August 24, 2025 the Chisago Lake Lutheran Church unanimously voted to
engage the Congregation in a capital appeal fund raising effort to support fourteen
improvement projects within the Church building.

An Executive Leadership team was formed with the members Bonnie Anderson,
Dale Fredell, Jim Peterson, Lori Sampson and Pastor Brian King. This team
recruited leaders for nine Appeal Teams: Spiritual Life (Sharon Wanvig, Leader),
Children & Youth (Caitlin Browning, Leader), Communications (Chris Knight,
Chris Lundberg, Co-Leaders), Messengers (Kristi & Randy Warner, Co-Leaders),
Advance Gifts (Brad & LouAnn Mattson, (Co-Leaders), Special Events (Marlee
Eret, Brenda Fredlund, Co-Leaders), Appeal Accounting (Dave Johnson, Dave
Reed, (Co-Leaders), and Project Manager, (Mark Burch). Additionally, Sue
Abrahamson served as the Administrative Leader.

These nine teams recruited approximately 75 Congregational members to assist.

The Capital Appeal Theme was Reflect, Renew, Rejoice!”. Three Special Events
were held, a “Kickoff”’ brunch, the “Growing for Generations” dinner and the
“Rejoice and Give Thanks” brunch.

On November 16, 2025 the Capital Appeal Worship was held where we received
69 commitments to the Capital Appeal.

As of December, 2025, we have received 90 commitments from CLLC members
totaling $639,390. These commitments are three-year pledged gifts. In addition,
we have received gifts of $117,717.37 (besides the three-year commitments). This
is a total of $757,107.37, which is 86% of our “Reflect, Renew, Rejoice!” goal!
Appeal expenses to date are $3,404.

We continue to encourage and receive commitments as well as gifts for our Capital
Appeal.

We thank everyone for their time, talents and gifts towards our goals!
Respectfully submitted,
Dale Fredell (on behalf of the Executive Leadership Team)
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Chisago Lakes Cemetery Committee end of year 2025

| want to Thank Jim Larson, Terry Sellman, Gage Mickelson, Mark Campbell and John and Judy
Nelson for all their hard work this year. Expenses were minimal this year with only the purchase
of a new push mower as the old one was beyond repair.

We sold 12 graves this year for 8,550.00. seven graves were sold back to the cemetery for a
payment of 1,975. Brining the sales to 6,575.00

300.00 was collected for 11 headstone permit fees
400.00 was collected for 4 add-on graves for a combined total income as 7,275.00

We had 5 full size burials and 15 cremation burials this year

Lee Turner

Cemetery Committee
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CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY MINISTRY 2025 ANNUAL REPORT

Keep these words that | am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to your
children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you
lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an
emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates. Deuteronomy 6:6-9

Faith formation for Children, Youth, and Family Ministry at Chisago Lake Lutheran Church
encompasses Sunday morning education for children ages 3 through 5" grade and Wednesday
evening confirmation for 7" & 8" graders. 6™ graders also meet once or twice a month on
Wednesdays, and Senior High gather for occasional activities.

Children’s Ministry Faith Formation:

Sunday morning faith formation happens for 3-year-olds thru 5" graders, we have a four year
rotation of Bible Stories, using the Spark curriculum. Each child has the opportunity to hear the
major Bible stories two separate times during their 8 years of Sunday School. Sunday School
couldn’t happen without a wonderful group of volunteers willing to teach on the occasional
Sunday!! There are many volunteers that take a turn teaching, and they make sure the children
know that they are loved by God and loved by their congregation. But | want to give a shout out
to Jenny Perry and Alyssa Hollister who help out many Sundays.

A highlight of Sunday School comes in December when the Children share their Christmas
message with the congregation. We always try to share the Christmas story in unique ways.
This year, we told the story of the birth of Jesus thru the ABCs. The children always enjoy
reading their parts and picking out a costumed part.

Milestone Ministry remains an important aspect of our Sunday mornings. Each grade level
studies a specific lesson. Then upon completion, each class celebrates by a special time of
recognition during the 10:45 am service. This past years’ lessons included: Baptism, Worship,
Bible introduction, 15t Communion, and the Ten Commandments.

Vacation Bible School was held in June. We had 35 children preschool to 5" grade, 9 youth
helpers, and 25 adult volunteers. The kids partake in music, skits, bible studies, crafts and
games. We had two afternoon field trips that took us to Cascade Falls in Osceola and the
Sculpture park in St. Croix Falls. We ended the week on Thursday evening with a Lock-in for
upper elementary! A big thank you to the many volunteers, youth and adults, who helped make
this fun week happent!

Our Welcome to the Table Communion classes happen on two Sunday afternoons and the Seder
Meal which follows Maundy Thursday Worship. We had 6 students participate in the afternoon
classes led by Pastor Brian. They also participate in making communion bread and chalices that
are used on Maundy Thursday. Their communion on Maundy Thursday and the seder meal is
a special time of remembrance and celebration. A huge thank you goes to Theresa Glenna for
preparing this meal for us.

Our Tree of Life choir meets weekly on Wednesday nights at 6:15 pm. Barb Yotter does an
amazing job with her group of singers! They bring such joy to our worship services, when they
share their talents. Thank you, Barb!!

Background Checks. We are committed to being a safe space for children and youth. This year
we were very intentional about running background checks on volunteers that are serving in the
Children and Youth ministry programs
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Special Events and Service to others —There were several opportunities for families (children, youth,

and adults) to come together to work for and help others;

Pray and Play events were held twice this past year, joining in ministry with Trinity and Zion
Lutheran Churches.

Family Service Sunday. For one Sunday in April, families are invited to participate in service
activities to help our community.

Palm Sunday procession. We still continue this wonderful tradition of processing thru Center
City back to church prior to worship. We had much nicer weather for our jaunt this year!!
Littlest Angel Christmas shop. Children have a wonderful time shopping and picking out
presents for their family members! Thank you everyone who has donated items to help keep
this opportunity available to our children!

Rally day, Sunday, September 14th, we had wonderful festivities out on the lawn. This year's
special event was a dunk tank. Much fun was had dunking Pastor Brian, and taking turns
being the dunked! Along with fun games and special treats, it was a great day to welcome
families back to fall programs.

Youth Ministry:

Confirmation: In the spring, we confirmed 10 youth in 8" and one in 12" Grade. Weekly
confirmation classes occur for 7" and 8" graders, who gather with a parent for a meal and
confirmation classes on Wednesday evenings. Mentoring continued during the Lenten season,
and 7" and 8" graders met with their mentors to grow in faith and make a connection with
another adult in their lives. Confirmation students also assist in worship through our Acolyting
program. Jamie Carlson has coordinated our acolyte program, but with her daughter being
confirmed, she has transitioned out of that role. Thank you for your years of volunteering!!!
Jennifer Peterson had moved into that role. Thank you, Jennifer!!!

Middle Schoolers have also had some fun events: Hayride at the Abrahamsons, Valleyfair,
Fun nights with Trinity and a couple days of Summer Stretch. They also prepared Joy Baskets
to spread Christmas Cheer to our homebound members

6™ graders met for their own youth group time once or twice a month. They made tie blankets
to give to children in the foster care system. Ed Wakefield helped them make wood and candle
Advent centerpieces. Thanks Ed!! And they occasionally join the confirmation group for fun
activities.

Fundraisers: Our fundraisers this year included: Take out Lasagna Dinner, Flower Sale,
Palm Sunday Breakfast, Easter Rolls, Rummage Sale and the Lefse Sale. The fundraisers not
only help support our Children and Youth programs, but also provide a chance for community
and fellowship among families.

Summer Camps: Summer of 2025 brought our youth to several camps. We had 6 youth
attend Klien Ranch in South Dakota, and 6 senior high youth went to Milwaukee for a Service-
Learning experience. Thanks to Pauline Hinsch (Klein Ranch) and Lee Peterson (Milwaukee)
for helping to lead these experiences!!

Senior High have done some painting and organizing of the youth room. This coming year,
we hope to finish up some color on the walls and update the furniture. We have had Senior
high fun nights with Trinity, as well as bonfires and Valleyfair for some fun experiences.

As we look forward to faith formation in this coming year, we will still work toward creating sacred
spaces to grow in faith and community, and to provide opportunities to share with others the love of
Christ through serving others.

| look forward to serving the children, youth and families in 2026. Thank you for your continued
support and encouragement of the children and youth at CLLC!

Respectfully Submitted,
Stacy Johnson, Children, Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator
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CLLC Historical Committee Annual Report for the Year 2025

The Historical Committee met on All-Committee Night, April through November. Individuals
worked on projects and tidying the Heritage Room as needed.

More tourists visited our church in 2025 than in other recent years.
Doug Ohman from Minneapolis hosted three charter bus tour groups:
1) 30 people from the New Brighton area on April 18"
2) 44 people from the Elk River area on May 15%
3) 42 people from the Lakeville area on September 25t
We had two other smaller groups in September:
1) Sister Cities of Scandia Minnesota/Mellerud Sweden with Sue Dickens plus 13.
2) Tagalong Tours of Sweden with Goran and Rose-Marie Ekblad and 4 guests.

The Heritage Room was open after worship on the second Sunday of each month, and by
request. We sponsored a “Behind the Scenes Tour” of the church during the fellowship
hour on Sunday, August 10™.

We hosted the fellowship hour on Anniversary Sunday May 11, served a light meal for All-
Committee Night on May 13, and served coffee and cookies after a concert by the
American Swedish Institute Male Chorus in our sanctuary on Sunday afternoon, May 18®.

18 church members volunteered as docents for self-guided church tours during the CLLC
Pig Roast on July 27™. A surprising number of individuals said that they had never been
inside our church before.

On September 17t there was an excellent concert in our church by the Véastgota Nation's
Men’s Choir from Upsalla, Sweden. The members of the choir seemed to enjoy the event
as much as the large crowd of people who attended.

We are thankful for monetary gifts and items donated to the archives by members and
other individuals. It is our duty to preserve and display the history of our congregation. If
you have any items to donate or would like to volunteer your time in the Heritage Room,
please talk to any member of the committee.

Historical Fund for 2025:
Balance December 31, 2024 $3,888.95
Receipts $ 646.99
Disbursements $ 84.32
Balance December 31, 2025 $4,451.62

Committee Members:

Barbara Wikelius, Chairperson Tanya Dubbs
Chris Knight, Secretary Janet Schneider
Gary Anderson, Treasurer Mark Wikelius
Anthony Weber, Council Rep Mark Wolcott
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Memorial, Mission and Ministry Committee

Annual Report for 2025

The Memorial, Mission and Ministry Committee (3M) is the custodian (management and
administration) of the Memorial, Mission and Ministry Fund and two named endowments
(Valerie Mattson Campership Fund and Chisago Lake Lutheran Church Scholarship Fund). We
are grateful for the many gifts, memorials and bequests that have been given to Chisago Lake
Lutheran Church in 2025.

The Memorial, Mission and Ministry (3M) Fund consists of the Perpetual Fund and the
Memorial Fund. In January, the committee distributed nearly $54,000 in annual perpetual fund
growth to Community OQutreach, Mission, and Building/Capital Improvement.

Funds from the Memorial Fund were made available to support a very active community
outreach program including the community meal program, Thanksgiving meal, community pig
roast and several local community celebrations/events. Funds were also provided to the local
fire departments for training and providing disaster assistance. Funding was also provided to
support the planning and administration of the Capital Fund Appeal.

During 2025, 8 scholarships were awarded totaling $5650 using funds from the Chisago Lake
Lutheran Church Scholarship Fund. The Scholarship Committee was also able to distribute an
additional 6 scholarships totaling $5000 using funds from the Gladys L. Johnson Scholarship
Fund. Funding ($2500) was also given to support the church’s sponsorships of llula
scholarships.

Funds from the Valerie Mattson Campership Fund provided scholarships for 5 youth to attend
bible camp and 6 youth going on a mission trip.

The committee would ask that church members continue to remember their church as they
consider making gifts, donations, memorials, and planning bequests.

| would like to thank the members of the committee for their involvement, expertise and
support. A special thank you to Chris Lundberg (Church Council representative and Treasurer)
and to Stephanie Wendel and Dave Johnson who have been very helpful in providing
accounting expertise and helping the committee members understand the financial
complexities. Thank you to Bonnie Anderson for keeping our meeting minutes and providing
expertise as a former committee member.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Wikelius, Chairperson

Scott Lundberg, Financial Secretary
Nathan Halmrast, Recording Secretary
Jim Peterson

Brad Mattson

Pastor Brian King
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Outreach Team
2025 Year End Report

Team Members: Sue Abrahamson, Sara Peterson, Karen Campbell, Katie Schmidt
Council Rep: Lori Sampson

Meetings are held during All Committee Night.

The Outreach Committee aims to make connections in the Community through
both Community events as well as events held here at Chisago Lake Lutheran
Church. The Committee is so thankful to all who participated in these events in
the past year!

The events we participated in included the following:

March Food Drive; Lindstrom FIKA- Coffee Pot Steam Celebration, 6/19, where
we had a booth set up with a spinning wheel and prizes, painting Dala Horses, and
other games and prizes; Harmony in Park: We had a booth with simple games
and prizes along with some publicity about CLLC on two nights; 6/19 & 7/16 (Faith
Night and Non-Profit Night; Parades: Because of the generous contributions of
some key people we had a float again this year, participating in 3 parades, Karl
Oskar Days, Wanigan Days and Center City Days; Center City Days Annual Pig
Roast: assisted with games and activities for kids; God’s Work Our Hands Day put
together First Responder Baskets and collected gift cards to local fast food
restaurants for local law enforcement for their use as needed; Relay for Life:
helped with the luminaria bags. Additionally, thanks to Judy Nelson, Greeting
Cards were sent out to church members for such things as Birthdays and Holidays.
There is also a prayer chain that is managed through the office.

The Outreach Team’s efforts to promote a renewed excitement about Chisago
Lake Lutheran Church within our congregation along with excitement and
presence in the community had another successful year in 2025 and looks
forward to an exciting year for 2026!

Respectfully submitted and Peace in Christ.

Outreach Team (Committee)
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PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 2024 ANNUAL REPORT

The Personnel Committee (the Committee) is made up of four members elected at the
annual congregation meeting with staggered 3-year terms. Members in 2025 were:
Kristi Warner (Chair), Rich Whitman, Rod Strenke, and Dave Reed. Our non-voting
Council Representative is currently Lori Sampson. Pastor Brian also attends the
meetings, providing leadership and insight; he steps out, as appropriate, based on the
discussion.

The Committee met seven times throughout 2025. We spent time reviewing and
updating the Employee Handbook in accordance with new laws and regulations. We
also discussed the media job upon Brayden’s departure for college. Brayden wrote us a
detailed list of what he was responsible for in that role, so we had support and an
accurate job description to post for his replacement. We created a job description,
posted for the role and ultimately hired Chloe on a part-time basis. The Committee also
reviewed the music coordinator role as that contract was coming due. We discussed
what the church needs and what we currently have, including voluntary support from
Barb and Rod. We wrote a proper job description for this role as well. The Committee
submitted a recommendation to the Council to proceed with the Music Coordinator
position.

At the end of the year, we revisited the employee annual reviews process, as well as
annual salary adjustments. Pastor Brian is conducting annual reviews for all full-time
employees. Pastor Brian is also due for an annual review. We created a feedback form
for all staff, key members of the Council and select members of the church to provide
input on Pastor Brian. The Committee will review the feedback in early January with the
Council President, and (along with the Council President) will conduct an annual review
for Pastor Brian. Lastly, recommendations were submitted to the Council for merit
increases that are aligned with inflation rates. We also proposed a recommendation for
staff appreciation gifts after another successful year. Similar to what we did in 2024,
members of the Committee joined the staff holiday party and thanked them for their
contributions in 2025. Each staff member was asked to select a local business of their
choice and we, on behalf of the members of CLLC, delivered them a gift card as a token
of our appreciation.
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Property Committee
Annual Report 2025

This past year 2025 the Property Committee would call a status quo year.

We where busy with routine maintenance issues. We did have problems with the
air conditioning at the parsonage and boiler issues at the Church. Then there is the
elevator with off and on issues. There was a lighting issue in the sanctuary that
was resolved. Over all things are working as they should.

The sink hole project was complete this past year with the help of the Soil
and Water Conservation District.

We were blessed with a gift to put in an ADA water fountain to our level 2
fellowship area.

This past year CWS installed 13 cameras for safety and security. We are very
grateful to all the many venders that help us keep our Church property running
smoothly.

This committee was very involved with compiling the Capital Campaign
project list along with our congregation. Many hours have been spent with meeting
with various contractors compiling the cost for the projects and designs. We are
pleased to report many of these new projects are now in motion.

We a very grateful for the great work of Bob O'Neal for caring and cleaning
of our Church along with our back-up worker Mike Carlson.

Property members in 2025 were; Bob O'neal, Carrie Benson, Donna Grossmann,
Jeff Lukanen, Keith Gehring, Mark Burch, Mike Carlson, Sue Abrahamson, Terry

and Jackie Sellman, Steve Grossmann, Pastor Brian King.

Respectfully submitted

AL

Steve Grossmann- Council Representative
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Stewardship/Capital Campaign 2025

It's been a busy and exciting year for stewardship at Chisago Lake Lutheran in 2025! Our
annual Stewardship Drive teamed up with the Reflect, Renew, Rejoice Capital Campaign,
which kicked off this fall. The Communications branch of the Capital Campaign helped bring
both of these meaningful efforts together, reminding us how stewardship supports every part of
our life and ministry as a congregation now and into the future.

This shared season of stewardship brought an amazing response! Ninety households made
pledges toward General Operating Expenses totaling $273,821. There were also 90 pledges
received for the Reflect, Renew, Rejoice Capital Campaign totaling $639,390. What a joyful
reminder of how God is at work through the generosity of our congregation as we support
today’s ministry while building for tomorrow!

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who made this possible! From planning special events, to
creating and assembling informational materials, to visiting members and delivering information,
to those involving our young people in the process, to the steady work of administration and
leadership, as well as those who led us spiritually through the process, grounding this season in
prayer, faith, and trust in God’s guidance. It truly took many hands and hearts working together.
Your time, creativity, and dedication helped make this season of stewardship and celebration a
success!
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Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Chisago Lake Lutheran Church
Annual Report for 2025

“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirt, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action and promote healing and
wholeness in the church, the society and the world.”

In order “to grow in faith, affirm our gifts and support one another in our callings” two
circles meet monthly for Bible Study. Women of the ELCA provides lessons through Gather
Magazine. Circles also connect with homebound “Special Friends” through visits, cards and
small gifts at Christmas or birthdays. Large print devotional booklets are available for anyone who
requests them.

“Engaging in ministry and action” is accomplished in several ways. Through our offerings
we help support ELCA Global Missionaries, Churchwide Women of the ELCA and the Saint Paul
Area Synodical Women’s Organization. Other areas of ministry happening on our congregation
include the Quilting group who along with other volunteers have assembled hundreds of quilts for
local relief agencies and Newborn Kits for Global Health Ministries. We have been able to keep
the kitchen maintained and supplied with basic foods and paper products for use by the
congregation. Many funeral lunches have been provided by way of service groups. Women of the
congregation serve in all areas of church life. There is also a major fundraiser for the congregation
is the annual bazaar which is held each December.

Sue Abrahamson, Chair
Barbara Wikelius, Secretary
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Worship & Music Report for 2025

Praise the Lorp! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens!!
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness!
Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him
with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! Praise him with
sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals! Let everything that has breath praise

the Lorb! Praise the Lorp! — Psalm 150

In 2025 Chisago Lake Lutheran Church celebrated its 171st" year of mission and ministry
as we continued to center our congregational life around weekly worship that is “Grounded in
the Gospel. Guided by the Spirit.” We have also added a regular tagline that states: “We are a
people and place of grace!” Every service begins with these words along with an invitation to
“Come as you are and be open to who God calis you to be,” which is resonating well with
members, guests, and visitors alike.

2025 has witnessed a number of significant additions and changes in our worship life at
Chisago Lake Lutheran Church (CLLC) while preserving and even reintroducing many long-held
practices and cherished aspects of traditional worship.

This year’s worship and music highlights include:

e We scheduled 5 summer “test” services of for a new summer worship offering called
“W.0.W.” (Worship on the Water) that takes place on Sunday mornings during the
summer off the Center City docks. This service is aimed at folks of all ages who are
boating on Sunday mornings and would not otherwise be in worship. With an initial
average of over 50 in attendance at each service with most not being CLLC members, we
are excited to offer this new service in 2026 each summer Sunday between Memorial
Day and Labor Day. This has already proved to be a great outreach leading to several
new families joining our congregation!

e Yet another fun and well-attended service themed around our “Grumpy Old Men”
movie history as part of the annual winter “Festival of the Lakes” celebration. This year
included a baptism and the musical guests including the Wartburg College Castle Singers
and Kammerstreicher Chamber Orchestra — a truly amazing time of worship! @

e Under the leadership of Barb Yotter, we were blessed to see our Tree of Life Children’s
Choir continue and were blessed by the continuation of our new Chime Choir. Both
choirs have shared special music on several occasions, including Holy Week and during
Advent.
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e We have continued the effective use of screens/monitors at most services aimed
especially at assisting guests and visitors, people with “babes in arms,” and those who
struggle to navigate multiple books and bulletins. Use of photos and video in worship is
now possible and has been largely well-received, especially for funerals/memorial
services and special events.

e We have continued to offer a midweek worship service: “Take 2 on Tuesdays” which is
aimed at folks who are otherwise unable to worship in person on Sundays. We have
added A-V support for this service which allows for better utilization of the sound
system and worship slides at that service.

e We have seen overall worship attendance increase dramatically since 2022 to now as
follows: In person weekly attendance has increased from 88 to 162; Facebook went
from 75 to 172; YouTube went from 19 to 73; and overall attendance went from 182 to
411 with new faces, guests, and visitors from all demographics (young couples and
families, older singles and couples, single young adults).

e We are taking steps in 2026 to move toward a part-time music director again to re-start
our adult choir, provide support for the children’s and chime choirs, and provide better
coordination of our overall music program, including better maintenance of our pianos,
organ and other music assets.

Finally, we join with the whole congregation in thanking Myrna Westen for her faithful
musical accompaniment and donation of a rank of hand chimes; Barb Yotter and Rod Strenke
for their leadership in beginning our new chime choir; Khloe Bresnahan for her work with all
our worship audio-video needs; Barb Yotter for her work leading our Children’s Tree of Life
Choir; Donna Grossman for her leadership of our Altar Guild; Rich Whitman and Chris Knight for
their faithful work changing paraments and banners, and Sue Abrahamson for her faithful work
in changing other seasonal decorations. Jerry Vitalis is an immense blessing as our primary
recruiter and scheduler of ushers — thank you, Jerry! We are also blessed by the MANY
committed and friendly greeters, ushers, communion assistants, vocalists, and musicians who
share their time and talents to contribute to the vibrancy and faithfulness of our worship life at
CLLC. Well done, good and faithful servants!

With our focus on lifting Christ up and making Christ known, we look forward to what
God has in store for our congregation in this 172nd year of worship here at 1 Summit Avenue in
Center City!

Submitted by the Worship & Music Committee
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All Are Welcome

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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New Members- 2025

Gary and Cynthia Braam
27765 Ridge Point Dr
Chisago City, MN 55013
gbraam@msn.com
763-528-1214

Danial Bryan and Deb Swanson
31015 irene Ave

Lindstrom, MN 55045
Debra.a.swanson@proton.me
612-840-7191

Carol Christy

13688 Nueman Circle
Lindstrom, MN 55045
Carolee1960@frontiernet.net
612-819-0768

Alan, Courtney, and August Anderson
437 Nelson Court

Center City, MN 55012
Ceanderson437@gmail.com
651-343-5919

Stephanie Sargeant

Sarah, Thomas, and Katelyn
26911 Morgan Ave

Chisago City, MN 55013
sargssejdks@frontiernet.net
612-270-0270

David and Julie Denn
27576 Olinda Trail
Lindstrom, MN 55045
dden02@gmail.com
jadenn@frontiernet.net

Charlie, Tamra, Isabella, & Carter
Heinsch

28900 Green Lake Ave

Chisago City, MN 55013
tamaraheinsch@me.com
651-329-6973

Alex, Ellyana, DJ and Lucas Johansen
6023 E. Viking Ave

Wyoming, MN 55092

651-307-2374

Taylor and Olivia King
14390 310%™ St

Center City, MN 55012
oliviaesandel@gmail.com
t.king277 @gmail.com

Brian and Crystal McLean
Bronson and Rhianna
460 Locust Lane

Taylors Falls, MN 55084
Mclean0516@gmail.com
612-810-1476 — Crystal
612-704-7130 — Brian

Tony and Cheryl Rawson

27525 Leah Lane

Chisago City, MN 55013
Tonyrawson1963 @hotmail.com
ctsfrawson@hotmail.com
651-808-4098 — Tony
651-470-3761 - Cheryl




Ron Youngman and Rosemary Stein
307 Walnut St

Taylors Falls, MN 55084
rcyoungman@gmail.com
612-481-8333

Louise Angrimson

29635 295" Lane
Lindstrom, MN 55045
wlangrimson44@gmail.com
651-2-343-8851

Aaron Hensley

10646 Haycreek Rd
North Branch, MN 55056
612-496-9899

Richard and Anita Hofmann
7190 S. Lake Drive
Englewood, FL 34224
ahofmann1944@gmail.com
612-790-0058 — Anita
612-270-1611 - Rich

Dan and Sally Swanson

541 Crescent Road

Center City, MN 55012
612-501-1504
sally.swansonl@gmail.com




MISSION SUPPORT

A portion of your offering, called Mission Support, advances the ministry of our
church, helping the ELCA nurture Christian community, raise up leaders, serve our
neighbors and strive for justice.

ELCA WORLD HUNGER

Part of our church'’s long tradition of meeting human needs, ELCA World Hunger
testifies to our hope for and commitment to God’s promise of a time when we
will hunger and thirst no more. ELCA World Hunger walks alongside communities
in more than 60 countries — including the United States — to create unique
solutions to hunger and poverty.

LUTHERANDISASTERRESPONSE

Lutheran Disaster Response shares God’s hope, healing and renewal with people
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United States and around
the world. When the dust settles and the headlines change, we stay to provide
ongoing assistance to those in need.

WHERE NEEDED MOST

Where Needed Most supports the powerful ways we work together around
the world — supporting leaders, inspiring young people, fueling ministries and
championing global mission. Gifts to Where Needed Most support and sustain
the people, congregations, synods and ministries working around the world to
realize the hope-filled future God promises.

Sign up to hear more stories of impact from the ELCA
churchwide organization at ELCA.org/subscribe.
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